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I've started writing these introduction things 1o my comics and
zines. | feel like | probably shouldn't and just letthe work speak
for itself, but when | read my zines, | alwdys think they need some
extra explaining. When | create my tomics, | always try to hdave an
overarching story. | then totally avoid this and start putting in

§| random pages, with random characters. | then call my work

| experimental, to deflect any responsibility for bad storytelling. |

fl suppose | am more concerned with presenting an idea as opposed |
§] to taking the reader on a journey. J v

In this comic | mention what my favourites zines do and say.
However, my least favourite zines are when the creator has just pot}]
¥ | something out because they got rejected from lots of publishers |
§ | and they don't actvally care about DIY art, community or

| \independenf voices and perspectives.

8| make zines becavse | care about those things. | love tabling at
zine tests. | get to experience all those things at zines fests and

§| they are one of the few locations where | don't tee| awkward

§ |1alking about myself and my work. Zines have saved my life and |
hope this experimental comic make sense to you.

Thanks and take care, |
|Steven J |
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| don't have any

cash just now,
so I'll come back
later.




You total fucking liar. I'll never see
- Elyov again,

The zines are only £3.
Just buy the goddamn
zine and stop browsing.

: What | did say was
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So, | have to pretend that my life is more
interesting than it actvally i
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g Sometimes | act like | am Y |
doing better than | actvally am.
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: But | care about m WOrk.
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{And T put my thoughts
“fand feelings info my .13
R zines, comics and animation.




Hi. | am really interested ¥
in Zines and Avtism.




Do Zines give yov a platform to express
yourself? Are other forms of
communication difficult for an

avtistic person such as yourself?

| can't believe | am being
asked this. But the answer is ...




[0f course zines aren't a
‘lgreat way fo communicate
i\in everyday sitvations.

It would be completely
impractical to communicate
in this way.
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COMMUNICATION
ZINE

“Hi, how are you?”
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But they do convey my feelings
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Can you wait a while so |
can make q zine to answer you.



1t takes a lot of etfort 1o
plan, write, draw and put
everything together.

| enjoy it, but why de N

bother putting it out?
—— -_—
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11t is stressfv

attending Zine «
‘Comi( Fests ...

| sell so few zines

and comics, |

wonder if it is
{lworth the effort.

€D BY STEVEN FRASER [%§

CREAT




From d young, queer and
avtistic kid, thanking me
after reading one of my zines.

Then | remember that this

is what success is. It is not

selling more Zines than

other people, it is helping

he people who take time
\{fo read them.

That's why | do it and
that is why my zines
are important to me.




| want my Zines to be quiet.

| want them to

be read in
quiet places.

| want them to be an
intimate experience ...

The last thing that people

read before going 1o bed
at night.

The thing that keeps you safe ...
and also give yov nightmares.




Don'ttell me. You're the Zine
Ghost coming to havnt me and
tell me to stop complaining.

Nah. I'm just a person
wedring a sheet,
cavse that's eqsy to draw.

I'm here to ask you to tell
me a love story.




| saw how brilliant they looked.

But | soon started to think about
how | have messed up my life. |
should have spent more time
looking at the stars and less time
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joy, my body could not take it.
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(| I find myself goin |
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My zines don't even follow a
narrative strvcture and are

Are yov a cat or a bear?

difficult to understand.




Thinking ...

About how ditferent my life
would be if | didn't create zines.

Put some clothes on.




My favourite artis w gnf e
artist opens vp their diary and
lets everyone in.

And when | realised | could
say personal things and tell
intimate stories in my zines...

) loved it.

My story in my perspective.




And | love you for reading it.

)

[ just want to spew
ov eelings.

Because it helps me get \
back to that feeling when
| was younger, when |
would shake with joy.




That they have my
tingerprints on them.
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‘Ihey are not.gassed pen‘ed.l

no
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It is important to me that my]
zines feel hand made.
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= L When words either spoken or written are not enough.







|2INE fest |
{ MHERE |
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Could | buy these pleqse?i \




| got the cash. | am so
glad they didn't sell ovt.




| ABOUTTHE CREATOR !

Steven Fraser is a writer, artist and animator who
creates short animated films, installations, zines and
comic books. His work looks at mental health, autism
and queer identities. Some of his films have won

awards and screened at international film and arts
festivals.

Under the name Do It Theatre, he also creates
experimental performances for aduits who live with

neurodiverse behaviours. These performances have

been staged at various arts festivals throughout the
UK and Australia.

CONTACTS

stevenfrasers00@hotmailfcom
wwwistevenfraserarifcom
Edl@steventraserat

wwwidoittheatre¥com




MY LIFE

A comic about zines
Created by Steven Fraser

If you have ever been to a place where the only way
| you could express yourself is through a zine or a
i Lcomic then this is for you.

i | Making and reading zines have saved my life and
given spdce to present my thoughts and teelings.
This comic presents some of my ideds dround this. It
is short, experimentd| and looks at themes of
| Lcrecnivity, difference, sadness and love. J i
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