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(The world is loud a lot of the time. | like loud music. | listen to
punk rock and | like going to gigs. | don't like being around noise
when | am in unfamiliar places. This is something that has been
with me for a long time. It hds intluenced the way | interact with
people, the way | speak and the way | have developed as
person. Throughout this comic | present ditterent ways this affects
me, different coping mechanisms | undertake and | offer no
solution whatsoever.

There are some random thoughts and teelings that appear and
disappear. There are some blank pages. | fell that this way of
presenting the comic is a trver retlection of my experience. | hope
that yov like it.

Thanks and take care,

_




| can't speak.
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| find it very
hard to ...




This tends to help me
communicate.

Things that cause me to be quiet -
- Tiredness

* Stress

* Too many people

- Too much noise

‘A change in my routine
*Lovd people

* Feeling exposed
Unfamiliar places

* Unfamiliar people

* Too much stuff

*Not having enough time




They tend to get
hoticed more.

Even though | want to be more vocal and take an active role in
variovs causes | tend to feel like | am on the outside.
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The lunguage always seems

1o focus on noise.

Note that | am totally on bodrd with the message of Act Up.

But as a person who is sometimes mute, the words hit me hard.
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But it's the noise.
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| They make me silent. B - 5




SILENCE
WILL NOT
FROLEECT
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Note that | love Avdre Lorde and that book.
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It just feels like the world wants me to be loud.

= 5K s )
Sometimes | take a walk to try and think about how =

| can commuvunicate in silence.

==

This entire comic

= i ! s 2
o NP should be a tweet. N
S1 4 N
= You could simplify your ideas
N and save yourself the etfort.
e e e e
T —— \\\\\ But even quiet forms of
o , [ communication can be loud.
7k _ '\ fsuch as social media.)
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I'm the Comicsﬁ God.

,ﬁ,‘,k

| am here to give yov some
vnasked for and
vnnecessary advice.




fRemember you can make a rubbish N

comic and the world won't end. Q
It's ok to make a comic that hot Rw
many people will read. @ ‘

Your work is honest and important.

, , e
| like how the Comics God

looks nothing like Stan Lee.
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Even though you are feeling fine...

There is always something going
on in your brain...

To make you feel very
awkward...

About being




| didn't speak much as a
kid, so my accent, my
voice, didn't develop

’rhe same as other peOpIe
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| can cope.
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| wish | Knew.

Becavse ... |
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Is being mute in adulthood cavsed by a childhood 'nrcwmavT
that you can't quite understand? Or are yov just generally
the kind of person who doesn't want to talk a \ot?

Was it o good idea to bring vp Ad Up and Audre Lorde in
this zine? Audre Lorde is clearly referring to a political
silence and not a personal one and youv have just
interpreted the message to try and make a weak point
about the lovudness of langvage. The same can be said to
your reference to Act Up. The slogan Silence = Dedth is not
being directed dt you, but people in power who refuse to
stand vp tor people in need. You are just a quiet person,
who makes zines. Your trauma is in the past.

Move on and do new things. Yov will be ok. You don't need
to find an explandtion for all of this. Just be yourself and
you will be fine. People will like you, even if you find it

hard to communicate with them. Or you could take to drugs
and dlcohol to cover up your feelings.
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Complefely.




You just need to work on yourself.

All the conversation you have are on the inside.
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Spend time alone

Or you could just)

late yourself.
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ABOUT THE CREATOR |

Steven Fraser is a writer, artist and animator who
creates short animated films, installations, zines and
comic books. His work [ooks at mental health, autism
and queer identities. Some of his films have won

awards and screened at international film and arts
—| festivals.

| Under the name Do It Theatre, he also creates
experimental performances for adults who live with

neurodiverse behaviours. These performances have
been staged at various arts festivals throughout the
UK and Australia.
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CONTACTS

stevenfraser300@hotmailfcom
wwwistevenfraserari¥com
[—!—_] steventrasenant

O)l@5stevenfraserant
waw domhem‘re com




SILENCE

LA comic about mutism and silence

Created by Steven Fraser

¥ [ Awkard Slience should be read quietly. Preferably on)
your own in order to cut down on excess noise.
Awkard Silence is a comic that looks at themes of
quietness, loudness, contusion and solitude.

[\f is an honest account of being silent in a loud world.|}

wwwistevenfraserartX¥com
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